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Upcoming Worship Leaders for 10:30 Worship 

(No 8:15 service at this time)
    March     6    
The Confirmation Class will lead the service
    March    13
Rev. Neal Lloyd
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Ash Wednesday

Grace Church has been invited to join the members of Trinity Methodist Church for their Ash Wednesday service on March 9 at 7PM.
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Communion Rescheduled

As part of their education and training, the Confirmation Class will be leading the Service on March 6.   Therefore Communion will be served on Sunday March 13, when an ordained minister will be present.
Use of Church Kitchen

 If you use the church kitchen you are responsible for cleaning all items and returning them to their proper place. This includes counter tops and stoves/ovens. Cleaning up the kitchen is NOT part of the custodial contract. (Yes, garbage will be emptied.) THANK YOU!

Session

· The Morning Circle will meet Wednesday April 6 at 9:30 AM.
· The Evening Circle will meet Wednesday April 6 at 5:30 in the church Reception Room.  Trudy Miller will lead the discussion of Lesson 3 on Revelations.  Ann Peck will lead the meeting, and Audrey Bartell will provide something delicious.  All you have to do is show up with a sandwich or something light and enjoy the gathering.  
                      Questions - call any of these ladies.
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INTERIM  

The search for an interim for Grace Church is in progress. Please keep our congregation and church leaders in your prayers asking that the Holy Spirit guides us in finding a Disciple for Christ that will lead us through this transition period.  
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Advancing Health & Healing in the Local Church

A one day training for lay people, clergy 
& health professionals
Sponsored by Church Health Services, Inc. Saturday April 9, 2011, 8:30 - 4:30 in the Beaver Dam Community Hospital Conference Room on the main level. Cost is $15/person. Materials and lunch included.

Training Highlights include:

· Medical Model and the Faith Community

· Building Rapport and Planning with Pastors

· Developing the Health Ministry Team

· Health Belief Model

· Congregational Surveys

· Community Resources and much more!

For more information, call Church Health Services at 920-887-1766, or email karlaj@churchclinic.org. Registration deadline is April 4. Registration forms are available in the church office.
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Thank you to all the parents, covenant partners, friends and members who
made this Confirmation Mission Project Event a success! Please continue
to keep the confirmation class in your prayers as they continue their
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WOMEN’S BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP   Meeting every Wednesday (1st Wed. meets at Walker’s) morning from 9:45 – 11:00 in the Reception Room of the Church. Come and join us!
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FIRST TUESDAY BOOK CLUB   The First Tuesday Book Club was snowed out in February, so we are going to talk about the book, Zeitoum, by Dave Eggers in March. Our April meeting is the 5th at 6:30. Please join us in the church library.  For more information, call Sharon Titus or Ann Peck.
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CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER  (Meditation) meets Wednesday mornings from 8:30-9:45 in the chapel.  Join this group that meets to nurture and sustain spiritual vitality in contemporary life. New faces are always welcome. For more information call Debbie at 485-4848. 
TUESDAY EVENING MEDITATION This group meets Tuesday evenings at 7:30 in the chapel.  Guided and quiet meditation with the use of Tibetan singing bowls helps us focus our hearts and minds on the Creator.  Come experience a time of peace in a hectic world.  Contact Ken Zeyher for more information at 887-9216 or bowlsetc@gmail.com.

[image: image16.wmf]SPANISH CLASS The Spanish class that meets at Grace has resumed regular meetings on Thursday nights from 6:30 -8:00pm.  This is an advanced group (level 2-3) which uses a variety of material to aid in sharpening their Spanish skills. If you are in need of practicing your Spanish this may be the group for you.  Contact Tami Mohammed at 356-0322 or tamiom@yahoo.com for more information.

THE PRESENT WORD  Bible Discovery Class Sunday Mornings, 9:15AM in the Church Library
Confirmation Class to Lead Worship

Make sure you are in Worship this coming Sunday, March 6th, as our confirmation students lead the service. The students have worked hard preparing special messages, new music, and an interactive skit.  Who knows, you may even be pulled from the pews to participate, you won’t want to miss it. The theme for the service is Journey of Faith.

Summer Camp Scholarships Available
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Session Partnerships is happy to be administering the Corbin Scholarship Fund for the Presbytery’s children and youth.  The fund will pay 50% of the cost of the camp up to $150 per child/youth.  For the application go to www.pbymilwaukee.org and click on “Forms & Documents and click on “Application Form. The form must be received by May 10th and the camper is responsible for filling out and sending to the desired camp/conference their registration application and the remaining fees.  Session Partnerships will send directly to the camp/conference the approved scholarship amount.  If there are questions or concerns, please contact Sally DeVriend at saldev1@hotmail.com or (262)544-0865. 
Not sure where to find Christian camp opportunities?  Check out the bulletin board outside of the CE Director’s office. There are a wide variety of camps and service opportunities right here in Wisconsin. Scholarship application forms have also been posted, check it out!

Sunday’s Cool

Nurturing Faith Pre-School
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The Lenten Puzzle

3/13:
Jesus and Barimaeus
Cross Training Grades K-5th
3/6:
Jesus and the Transfiguration 

3/13:
Raising of Lazurus
Middle School

Upcoming topics include Searching for Happiness in Relationships and Accomplishments.

Confirmation & High School

3/6:
Practice for Confirmation Worship 

3/13:    TBD
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Students enjoyed making “stained glass” fish while learning what it means to be “fishers of men”.  Check out their work on the bulletin board in the hallway.
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A special thank you to our disciples that shared their stories with the children, and for giving us all an encore performance during worship!  Thanks to Paul Ferstl, Wayne Schneider, Greg and Wyatt Goodrich, Andy, Bob, and Mitchell Propst, Scott Miller, Doug Ganske, Salim Mohammed, Dan Bird, Scott Grenon, and Tom Dugolenski.

Blood Drive
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church will host a blood drive on March 12, from 8-1 for Blood Center of Wisconsin, the sole provider of blood used at BDCH. Walk-ins are welcome, but appointments are encouraged. You will need a photo id to donate. For more information or to make an appointment online, please go to www.bcw.edu. 
The Power of Prayer, Part 1: Philippians 4:6
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
There is a lot of anxiety going around these days from illness, job uncertainties and the economy to crime and terrorism.  In our own church, we feel at a loss without a Pastor and worry over resources and budget constraints.  Now is the time to seek God in prayer. Instead of being fearful and anxious, let’s become more faithful and prayerful.

Presenting our requests to God gives us an opportunity to voice our concerns and externalize our anxieties. If we bottle up our fears inside us, we will experience undue internal pressure and a lot of stress. Prayer gives us the chance to release the tension and place our anxieties before God. Remember the old saying: a burden shared is a burden halved.                        (continued)
Realizing that we cannot control things around us enables us to ask God for help. We are not spiritual supermen or superwomen. We don’t have the capacity to be able to do everything ourselves. Recognizing God’s sovereignty over our lives can release us from trying to solve the world’s problems. We can only handle what God has potentially given us to handle. Everything else is in His domain.

Asking God for help in prayer is a great act of faith. When we pray, we actually respect God and His power. We understand that we are finite creatures in need of an infinite God. By praying, we give God His place in our lives and put Him at the center of all things.

Yielding to God’s will in prayer frees us from our fears. We have faith that God will work out everything for the common good. God may say “no” or “not now” to us, but at least He will have answered our prayers. Surrendering ourselves to His wisdom and will is a sincere act of faith, service, and love. It also calms our spirits, for we know that whatever transpires, it is God’s will.  Prayer is a spiritual way of stepping back from the problem and letting God step in to help us. We allow God to be God and we permit ourselves to be His children.

Encouraging others to pray with and for us has a communal blessing that strengthens our spirits. In quoting C. S. Lewis, ‘prayer does not change things, it changes me.’ When we solicit other people’s prayers, we are changing inside. Instead of isolating ourselves and internalizing our troubles, we allow other people to know of our concerns and to seek their prayerful support. This is one of the greatest benefits of belonging to a Christian community!

Let us all come together and pray for Grace Church and an amazing future where we will serve God BETTER and spread the good news of Jesus Christ MORE!  Many in Church are feeling the Holy Spirit working in them and prayers being answered during this transitional time.  This time of transition may be God’s will so that we may unite fully as a body of Christ, discover our spiritual gifts and use them at Grace Church for his Glory.  Be still.  Do you feel the Holy Spirit working at Grace Church?  Listen.  Are you hearing a call to service? 
Let us pray together: 

Lord God, we thank You that we can freely come to You in prayer

At any time, with any problem, and in any situation.

We know that You hear our cries for help from our hearts and souls.

Ease our anxieties and calm our fears.

Listen to our petitions and allow us to hear Your answers.

O Holy Spirit, Inspire us to re-form and deepen our fellowship.
Through Your Amazing Grace,
Help us to see what we need to see…
Help us to be who You call us to be…
Ground us as a church in the depths of Your Love.
Through our very breathing help us to become Your Prayer.
Awaken us to Your Divine Indwelling where you promise,
“I shall live in them and I shall walk the corridors of their heart.”
Let this be a time for Grace Church of…
Holy Listening…Holy Inspiration…and a Holy Vision.
In Christ’s Holy Name, we thankfully pray. Amen

Devotion Resource Adapted: Pastor John Stuart, Erin Presbyterian Church, 
Knoxville, Tennessee.
The Beaver Dam Community Meal Coalition served 70 people at Jefferson School during the month of February.  For the 1st time a 2nd monthly meal was provided at the High School and 45 people were served.  Servers from 6 area churches provided a delicious, nutritious meal and shared lots of love and care to those that attended. 

Many thanks for our February volunteers: Ed Kikkert and Alice Klarkowski for all their hard work preparing the meat and sauce and Wayne Schneider, Wendy, Easton and Morgan Meier for help with serving the meal.  A special thanks to the anonymous donator who provided hamburger for the spaghetti.  

Sign up now to help with serving/preparing food for our March 17th meal at Jefferson School.  This is a great opportunity to promote family and community values.  If you have not signed up to help and would like to be involved this month with serving or providing food items (donate items to be prepared or prepare items ) we would greatly appreciate it!  

Please call or email Pat Coe to be a part of the community effort.     

email:  Pat Coe  rlrcoester@charter.net, 920-887-6879   

Further questions?   email Becky Glewen: glewenr@beaverdam.k12.wi.us
Needed:    

25 lbs hambuger 

7 packages burrito shells (larger shells-10 to a bag)

4 bags of Doritos

5 gallons of milk

3 bags of apples

“COMMUNITY PIGGY BANK” At PIGGLY WIGGLY

Please help Grace Church by saving your receipts from your purchases at any Piggly Wiggly grocery stores.  

The store donates 1% of the total receipts to participating organizations. Grace Church has been involved in this program since 1996 and uses this money to help the “Family of Grace” mission program.

Grace Church has a box available for your receipts. It is located below the name tag board marked “Piggly Wiggly Receipts”.

Thank you for your continued support of this mission project!

CHICKEN DINNER – MARCH 6TH

Peace Lutheran Church, 400 Hillcrest, Beaver Dam, is having their 14th annual CHICKEN DINNER on MARCH 6, 2011 from 11 am to 1 pm. This hearty home-style meal includes: Freshly broasted chicken, “Real” mashed potatoes and gravy, stuffing, corn, creamy coleslaw, relishes, dinner rolls, homemade dessert and beverage. Tickets are: adults - $8.50, children 6-12 - $4, under 6 - FREE. The meal is sponsored by Peace Men’s Club. 

Welcome Spring – Welcome the Birds

     With the return of spring, comes the return of birds to our yards. Many of these birds will be looking for a cavity or nest box in which to lay their eggs and raise young. We can assist native cavity nesters by providing and monitoring suitable nest boxes for them. A Nest Box Seminar will be held at the Horicon Marsh International Education Center on Saturday, March 12, 2011.  Events at this seminar will help you to learn about how to enhance bird habitat, provide nest boxes, and learn about songbirds and raptors that use nest boxes.  All events are free and open to the public.

 
Members of the Horicon Marsh Bird Club have organized the seminar to be held at the Horicon Marsh International Education Center located north of Horicon on highway 28.  There will be displays by the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin (BRAW), the Horicon Marsh Bird Club, Marsh Haven Nature Center on Purple Martins, the Wood Duck Society, Old Hickory Golf Course on nest box trail results. There will be a display on Black-capped chickadees.  A Research Fellow from UW-M will exhibit her findings on supplemental feeding of Bluebirds. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife and DNR will have a display on nestbox results on the Horicon Marsh. Members of these organizations will be available during the event to answer questions and discuss our role in providing "housing" for native cavity nesters.  An indoor demonstration nest box trail will be set up to walk and learn from. There will be a demonstration on how to raise your own mealworms, and sparrow control techniques. Videos of inbox activities of Wood Ducks, American Kestrels, E. Screech Owls, Tree Swallows, and the Eastern Bluebird, as well as slide shows of their nesting activities will be ongoing during the day. People of all ages can build their own birdhouses (great activity for children) assisted by carpenters of the Beaver Dam Senior Center’s woodshop.  Various nest boxes and kits can be purchased. Admission to the event is FREE!  No registration is required. 

Presentation Schedule:


-     9:00 AM – Open House begins

· 9:15 AM - Barb Harvey, a local raptor rehabilitator, will show live cavity nesting raptors and what you can do to help them. Children will be especially interested in this presentation.

· 10:30 – Bob Tamm, BRAW coordinator for SE Wisconsin, will give a presentation on Bluebird nest box placement and monitoring. 

· 11:30 – Jamie Shorts, environmental educator at the Neighborhood House Nature Center will talk about her experiences with children on the center’s nest box trail in Dodge Co. 

· 12:00 noon - Box lunches - $5.00 – time to visit displays

· 1:00 PM- Larry Vine, Director of Marsh Haven Nature Center, located adjacent to the Horicon National Wildlife Refuge, and Tony Oechsner, designer, builder and caretaker of the MHNC Purple martin colony, will talk about the center’s successful Purple Martin Colony.

· 1:30 – Vicki Piaskowski – Co-Author of the book “How to Manage Your Land to Help Birds” will speak on improving the habitat for the Black-capped Chickadee.

· 2:15 PM - Jack Bartholmai, Dodge Co. coordinator for BRAW and wildlife photographer, will present a program on monitoring nest boxes in his “backyard” and on a Dodge Co. golf course. 

For further information contact Jack Bartholmai (Dodge Co. BRAW Coordinator) at (920) 887-1505(jack@bartholmai.com) [image: image2.jpg]
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GRACE CHURCH CALENDAR


March 6 - March 20, 2011








Sunday Mar. 6 - Confirmation Led Worship


9:15	AM	 Sunday Classes


No Choir Rehearsal


10:30	AM	Worship 


Monday Mar. 7


7:00	PM	Deacon Meeting


Tuesday Mar. 8


9:30	AM	Senior Coffee


7:30	PM	Meditation


Wednesday Mar. 9 - Ash Wednesday


8:30	AM	Meditation


9:45	AM	Women’s Book Group


5:30	PM	PAVE Board Meeting


No Confirmation Class 


7:00	PM	Ash Wed. Worship at Trinity 


United Methodist Church


Thursday Mar. 10


6:00	PM	Bell Choir Rehearsal


6:30	PM	Spanish Class


7:00	PM	Choir Rehearsal


Sunday Mar. 13


9:15	AM	Sunday Classes


9:15	AM	Confirmation Class


9:45	AM	Choir Rehearsal


10:30	AM	Worship - Communion








Monday Mar. 14


6:00 	PM	Stewardship Meeting


Tuesday Mar. 15


9:30	AM	Senior Coffee


7:30	PM	Meditation 


Wednesday Mar. 16


8:30	AM	Meditation


9:45	AM	Women’s Book Group


6:30	PM	 Confirmation Class


Thursday Mar. 17


6:00	PM	Bell Choir Rehearsal


6:30	PM	Spanish Class


7:00	PM	Choir Rehearsal


Sunday Mar. 20


9:15	AM	 Sunday Classes


No Choir Rehearsal


10:30	AM	Worship








For Sunday March 6


Head Usher: 10:30 – Mike Helgren


Ushers: Louise Wilson, Mike Helgren and Confirmation Students


Next Courier: Deadline for articles is Monday March 14th at 10 AM.  
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