Gather In God’s Name
The Prelude

The Welcome And Announcements

The Introit

The Lighting of the Advent Candle
We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

Advent means coming.  

We are preparing ourselves for the days

when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares,

and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

neither shall they learn war anymore.                                          Isaiah 2:4

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid

The calf and the lion and the fatling together,

And a little child shall lead them.

                                                       Isaiah 11:6











(Light the second purple candle.)



Let us walk in the light of the Lord.


Amen.

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel!


*The Opening Hymn 
  7
Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth,  vs 1-3    
*The Prayer of Confession
Let us now in silence remember our own faults and failings.



(Please take a moment to pray silently.)
In the community of Christ’s Church and in the presence of all God’s people, 

I confess to God that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed.

I have not loved God, cared for God’s world, or respected God’s people as I should. 

I own my responsibility and pray for God’s pardon.


May God forgive you, Christ befriend you, 
and the Spirit renew and change your life.
Amen.


In the community of Christ’s Church and in the presence, of all God’s people, 

we confess to God that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed.

We have not loved God, cared for God’s world, 
or respected God’s people as we should.

We own our responsibility and pray for God’s pardon.
May God forgive you, Christ befriend you, and the Spirit renew and change your lives.


Amen.

*The Response    7
Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth, vs 4

*The Peace

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

Proclaim God’s Word
The Prayer for Illumination

The First Lesson   


Isaiah 40:1-11 (OT 667)

The Anthem
  

Hymn 9 (Unison)  “Angels We Have Heard On High”
The Second Lesson   

Luke 3:1-17 (NT 60)
The Sermon
Respond to God’s Word 
*A Hymn 
 
12
People, Look East,  vs 1-4

The Church in the World

The Morning Prayers
The Offering


The Offertory

*The Doxology  

592


*The Prayer of Dedication
Holy Communion
The Invitation

The Thanksgiving

The Lord’s Prayer  
(. . . forgive us our debts . . .)
The Communion

A Prayer of Thanks 
O God, you have so greatly loved us, long sought us, 


and mercifully redeemed us.
Give us grace that in everything we may yield ourselves,


our wills and our works, as a continual thank-offering to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Go In God’s Name
*The Closing Hymn

12 
People, Look East,  vs 5


*The Benediction

*The Congregation’s Response 
“A Closing Prayer”

*The Postlude 

*Please stand as you are able.
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“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight."  

















From Luke 3
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