Gather In God’s Name
The Prelude

The Welcome And Announcements

The Introit

The Lighting of the Advent Candle
We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

Advent means coming.  

We are preparing ourselves for the days

when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares,

and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

neither shall they learn war anymore.                                              Isaiah 2:4

(Light the first candle.)

Let us walk in the light of the Lord.  Amen.

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here  Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emanuel  Shall come to thee, O Israel!

*The Opening Hymn 

8
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates    
*The Prayer of Confession
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being,

your face is hidden from us by our sin,

and we forget your mercy in the blindness of our hearts.

Cleanse us from all our offenses, 

and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires.

With lowliness and meekness may we draw near to you,

confessing our faults, confiding in your grace,

and finding in you our refuge and strength; 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 
                                                (Please take a moment to pray silently.)

Hear the good news!  

Anyone in Christ is of the New Creation:  

old things have passed away, all things are new.

Friends:  Believe the good news of the gospel.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*The Peace

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

Proclaim God’s Word

The Prayer for Illumination

The First Lesson   


Isaiah 43:16-21 (OT 672)

The Anthem
  



“Lay Up Your Treasures”

The Second Lesson   

Mark 13:24-37 (NT 50-51)
The Sermon
Respond to God’s Word 
*A Hymn 
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People, Look East

The Church in the World

The Morning Prayers


The Lord’s Prayer  
(. . . forgive us our debts . . .)
The Offering


The Offertory

*The Doxology  

592


*The Prayer of Dedication

Go In God’s Name
*The Closing Hymn

2
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus


*The Benediction

*The Congregation’s Response 
“A Closing Prayer”

*The Postlude 

*Please stand as you are able.
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“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
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